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ARE WE INTO BLACK MAGIC ? The question has 
been put to us with such forthright simplicity that 
we feel it merits an answer equally devoid of obfus¬ 
cation. The answer is, quite simply- No. Aside from 
the casual delight in all things evil and unsettling 
typical of our generation, our forays around the out¬ 
skirts of infernal necromancy bring us somewhere short 
of the determination ’'into". Our interest lies else¬ 
where. Our into falls somewhere to the front of 
those charmingly antiquated practices. Here, in the 
birth pains of the computer age, we can distinguish 
beneath the cries the murmer of a language at once 
primordial and new. It is the language the universe 
speaks to itself, which we are beginning to hear with 
infantile comprehension. It speaks at the horizon 
where traditional mathematics fail, at the intersection 
of parallel lines, where 1 + 1 = 0. It is where we 
live and die. The Path through this place which we are, 
all of us, "into", has come to us with the wrong name::: 
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This name,and the artikulation of its axiomatic 
principles are the work of the great Scottish mathemat¬ 
ician, JOHN KANE (1861- 1954, cover photo by Joel-Peter 
Witkin). Called by Aldous Huxley "the most frightening 
thinker I have ever met", his tragic career reached a 
peak of cogency in 1913, with the publication of his 
Principium Nogativum . This massive 3- volume work 
expounds "the 'power' of 'negative' 'thinking' " and 
extends its domain beyond the originary mathematico- 
logical field into what Kane ironically referred to as 
the ' real''world'. Denounced by Alfred Whitehead as 
"a perverse revival of alchemical thinking", Kane's 
work nevertheless generated considerable controversy 
and a following on both sides of the academic fence. 

The decline of his rental health severely tarnished 
his already fragile reputation as his ideas left for 
higher ground, culminating in a dramatic publick declar¬ 
ation that he had literally turned himself inside out in 
an attempt to eliminate the "gaze in place benaeth the 
skin" which had resulted from contact with beings he would 
refer to only as "the Headbreakers". A series of violent 
attacks led to his confinement in the Magdalen Mental 
Mercyseat (1921), where he was eventually lobotomized 
an operation he tragically attributed to the Headbreakers) 
remaining there for over thirty years until his death in a 
freak gas-fire at the age of 93. This fire destroyed the 
bulk of his unpublished writings, which included reams of 
black math, voluminous diaries of dire warnings, fiction, 
and dramatic fragments. In his twilight years he was 
perhaps most famous for his "anti—chess" game, which 
ended in a stalemate with all pieces in starting position. 

His Black Math is currently enjoying a resurgence as 
as contemporary non-Euclidean thought verifies more and 
more of his vaticini signi. Reproduced here for the first 
time is a sample of his unpublished manuscript, as well 
as illustrative excerpts from Principium Nogativum . 
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The Five Levels of 
Mathematical Reality 
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We arc here. 
We are creatures. 
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61 Life Is a Fractal in Hilbert Space 
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The lamp smiles . . . My newspaper mentions raising bananas. 
PM smites: The bleared barroom section agrees. 

Map the mess: Roadhog detractors mistaking dadaist paint¬ 

ings for venison! 

Drink Pimms . . . Inhaling the Creator's tension, careen to no 

avail. 
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Some important truths are obvious; 
Every obvious thing is dull. 

Some dull things are important 
truths. 
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Some P are Af; 
Every Af is S. 
Some A are P. 
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Line of Every sex act is nasty; 

Catastrophic Every sex act is sacred. 
Transition Some sacrec j things are nastv. 
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Everything he likes is esoteric; 

No esoteric things are on TV. 
Nothing on TV is what he likes. 
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Every AJ is P; 
Every Af is A. 

Some A are P. 
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Everv' P is Af; 

No Af is A. 

No A is P. 


2 \ 


I O 


3:A 
I 0 


2 63 Polynomial quartic space as catastrophe theorists view it. 
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► E(e), by the dehnition of GM. 
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Pf (Sub(e)), because E(x) is the property ~P/(Sub(x)). 

~ ~Pf(#E(e)l by the definition of Sub. 

** #£(<,) is nor the cocle number of a sentence provable from 
the theory Af, by the definition of Pf. 

#GM is not the code number of a sentence provable from 
the theory Af, by the definition of GM. 

CM is not provable from the theory Af. 

The point of all this is that GM is constructed so that if it is true, 

-j, then it is not provable by Al, and if it is false, then it is provable by 
. „ Af _I “tv * \ 1 r _ / 


Fig. 85 Circle + line = helix. 
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The Witch of Agnesi (1748) 
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So “xr” is the L27 Number of the Beast! I’m just glad mv first name 
isn’t “Xavier,” 
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A headbreaking sample of late Kane, 
replete with archaic 
spellings and his ever-impenetrable 
'X 8 ras P Of terminol 




°gy 




r ^>uc^ 


i\" I ^y 1 



rikCA* <W 




CT3.c\ — 




AkX/ SPS£j 

^ \ A-V A' 

Je^ct/oT 'fov.Oo.r 


~KZ>r 





. . c i O 

« sASSOOnyT vCM -^jr-c 

^Yfci^vOCy 

Ap-A— 

Or 5 0b 

•VoOi\\A\ 

X ■ ^c^k\y. tAJ\ CAO 

\\OoijO Ar ^tve. \> po^o,r-A\ o-( 

^ \ ^ X'\ \' \ Vv- ^ ) • \\ \ 

cJOo^>-rv\ \0 \Vu5 CV^v_. \r A<V 


I I 


Va^As 


c, 'vbC/^L0^3rr\ 





? 


l o(VO rv — 

A Wi, U \k, ^.k U 

*s SPl vo V^O -)<<=.VcV cX/AAvOs, oC>k_ 

■'V- too f-JRO'.V'.Ov^ AOo 

?°.V A'"' V«r f'tA'.Vo-fc. A,A^Slo,0 Ol \',\ r , 

A\ A^ Ers VV cAco\or eOpV 

-Avc\Aw~" - ( • T 

Co^ 


CO 




O CiA^e ^in/AArv j ^ 



0<\ *\ Yc\71OC^ 

' OVrvJ Art A£><r syC^r^ \ 

4 txt) 

A 


, P r r> CTLS sr • A\ *W 

/^^OSV ^proo^ OpfLiOS v\^ c)oOf A c *2> -Ejol',1. W- 

C o^va.u »0tO^O lb i\i ^^Ar;V cQ A^A-^ OE^k|), ’ 













V,M tj,„ 

Q_y Zs> ^ i L> t 

O B . r> 5 , C> 4-" ? 


^bbj' ^ , 

c n- r\ w ^ 

A. 




i B- kB >- ? ^ 

r? fB o 


(T qk? / ^ ? 

H 8 o !K " >- *"> 

?. ^ 

1/1 cT tA 


fYS K 1 

Z" t kr- c -" f .P 

OB. (A £ q. 

' a i rc 


* ‘B.bb - x \ £ $ 0 


3- 


l/» 


IA 




i ^ 4 kf ?■ 
rSoffri 

^ ^ c k 

f. i s4- 


£ *>& H 

- o 7 o .„ 

o<S B t>B - 

S "r o <^^-C3 'i 

r* , vo ^ 

^ b 

* -p 



? B? H/T5- 

£>' \q ?<V\ 

‘ ~i ft X 


i . B f 

5 j J 

/b'i. r 

r M- - s ^ 
c ■ *- 



i \ 



8 


y% 

Xfk/ 

<ToT><b 

/ / 
~txw\L. 

> \ 

-j/Bp ] 


\ / 1 




d 3 

s 



hr^hti 

t 




rT £> 



^ %Y’> \ -y'^4 

o^tsr 

«Mf?! > ^ V**'s-f^\ f 

ke TOR I ^kPffzt^ 


•rj 

Q>k- 

t % 

^ Kl 



? o ^ ft 

bk? G^r v ^ <?_. 

C B P k 


P & v <t 

tA ^ ?n y— 

--I* 

C/ 

_ jT) r > 

r » ^ 

Vp—f 

\J 




€. 


„ .Pia ? -r 7 '?, 

v^ / ^ CL- i-. 0 ' f- p 

p ^ £ BpB'? t. X n n ft r 7 1 

r ^ O ^ 5 ^ 

B* 


a |A^> 2 0 ^y *B 7 Vb ^ 

r,; BU-rl ?. B 5 - r B 






iA/itI] a gedur& of HAh/hS 

fJdilhdd passed bti/OHc! ibie reaLFis Op FU K/ 

rf f _ I. . . i r. \ 


lhe sen be had calculated the Great Work 418 as His power to conceal a coherent 
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BLACK MATH IS ALIVE AND WELL not 

AND LIVING IN ROCK AGAINST ROCK 
KNOW THIS AND BE GLADDENED 
THE PATH IS CLEAR 
THFRF. TS NO TURN 1 N! 0 RApy 
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“We warned him . . . begged 
and pleaded with him not to do 
those things," the father said. 

“Hut the killer examination 

was too much for him to » 
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Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday to you. 
Happy birthday, dear reader 
Happy birthday to you. 
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